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Speech Pathologist, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System Audiology and Speech Pathology Program, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Pittsburgh, PA, October 2015-present
Research Speech Pathologist, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System Research Service and Geriatric Research, Education, and Clinical Center, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Pittsburgh, PA, July 2008-September 2015
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Communication Science and Disorders, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA, August 2007-present
Speech Pathologist, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System Audiology and Speech Pathology Program, Pittsburgh, PA, June 2005-July 2008
Research Associate, Veterans Research Foundation of Pittsburgh and VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Pittsburgh, PA, August 2003-June 2005
VA Pre-Doctoral Trainee, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System Audiology and Speech Pathology Program, Pittsburgh, PA, September 2000-August 2003
Clinical Fellow and Senior Fellow in Speech-Language Pathology, Henry Ford Hospital Division of Speech-Language Science and Disorders, Detroit, MI, August 1997-August 2000
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PERSONAL STATEMENT:
My research program focuses on multiple challenging aspects of aphasia and its management, including its underlying cognitive-linguistic bases, investigation of optimal parameters for behavioral treatment, and measurement of patient-reported and performance-based outcomes. I currently lead a research team whose activities are focused primarily on the following projects: a multi-site VARR&D I01 Merit Review project (37.5% effort) to further develop and validate the Aphasia Communication Outcome Measure, a patient-reported outcome measure whose initial development formed the core of the scientific work on my Level 2 Career Development Award project; a multiple-PI NIH R01 project (20% effort) in which I am collaborating with Dr. Juan Carlos Fernandez-Miranda in the University of Pittsburgh Department of Neurosurgery to study relationships between white matter integrity and language processing and neuroplasticity in aphasia treatment using High Definition Fiber Tractography; and a multi-site NIH R03 project (20% effort) on which I am a site co-investigator whose goal is to develop and validate a computer-adaptive assessment of naming for aphasia rehabilitation. I am also a co-investigator on three other VA RR&D I01 treatment and/or assessment studies (6% effort total).  
I am also the primary mentor on a VARR&D Level 1 Career Development Award to William Evans, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, and I provide mentoring to Michelle Gravier, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, a post-doctoral research speech pathologist in the VAPHS Geriatric Research, Education, and Clinical Center. She is current the recipient of a VA RR&D SPiRE award focus on rTMS treatment of naming in aphasia and has a CDA-1 currently under review.
I routinely serve as a consulting editor for peer-review journals in my area, including the American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology, Aphasiology, Brain Injury, International Journal of Audiology, Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, and Topics in Language Disorders. In the recent past I have served on scientific review panels for VA RR&D and NIH, including the RRD3 SPiRE Review Panel, the RRD9 Career Development Panel, and a Stroke Special Emphasis Panel for the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke.
In my role as a clinical provider, I participated in the establishment of a GRECC demonstration project, the VAPHS Program for Intensive Residential Aphasia Treatment and Education, and I currently provide clinical services, both in the context of this program and other speech pathology clinics at 10% effort.
Academically, I have maintained an adjunct appointment in the University of Pittsburgh Department of Communication Science and Disorders since completing my Ph.D., in 2007. In May 2016, I was appointed to the Graduate Faculty in the Department, providing me the opportunity to mentor doctoral students in the context of my ongoing research program. I currently serve as primary mentor and co-advisor to Alex Swiderski, who entered the Pitt doctoral program in January 2018. My other ongoing academically oriented activities have included regular guest lectures in undergraduate courses on research methods and phonetics, co-advising of a master’s thesis project, and service on doctoral and honors thesis committees.
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Hula, W.D. & Doyle, P.J.  (November 16, 2013). Measuring patient- and surrogate-reported communicative functioning in aphasia: The aphasia communication outcome measure. Presented to the Annual Convention of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, Chicago, IL.
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