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Master of Science (MS) 
in Occupational 

Therapy Graduates
A post professional program for occupational 
therapists seeking advanced knowledge and 

skills at a Master’s level.



Munirah Alnasser, MS
• Accomplishments

• I have come far to be here today and to have 
this educational experience at the University of 
Pittsburgh. This graduation sums up an 
accomplishing chapter of my life.

• Acknowledgements
• Huge shout out to my support system, my 

family, my friends, and my lovely peers I got to 
know during this journey!

• What is your biggest takeaway from 
the program? 

• I have learned so much! I am more 
knowledgeable about OT than ever! Yet still 
learning!  Pitt taught me how to be the best OT 
out there! 



Floriane Renevey, MS
• Acknowledgements

• I wish to express my gratitude to the faculty 
for their support and encouragements. 

• I would like to thank my peers for their warm 
welcome and their kindness. 

• Lastly, I wish to thank my husband, family 
and friends for their unconditional support.  

• What are your future plans?
• I plan to work as a hand therapist in the U.S. 



Tzu-Wei Shao, MS
• Acknowledgements

• Thank you to my parents, my sister, my 
family and friends for supporting and 
encouraging me throughout the whole year. 

• And thank you to the Pitt OT family for all 
the support.

• What are your future plans? 
• I plan to move back to New York and 

hopefully get a job as an Occupational 
Therapist in a hospital or a pediatric setting. 



Master of Occupational 
Therapy (MOT) 

Graduates
A two-year program that is designed for 

candidates with a University of Pittsburgh 
Freshman Occupational Therapy Guarantee.



Kelly Huebert, 
MOT



Emily 
Malagari,

MOT



Doctor of Occupational 
Therapy (OTD) 

Graduates
A program that is designed to develop the next 
generation of doctorally trained occupational 
therapists who will be able to meet the future 

occupational needs of society.



Markia Ashe, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Co-created a cognition-focused program that aims 
to increase participation of community dwelling 
older adults.

• Mentored a level I fieldwork student under the 
Student Leadership Pilot Program.

• Caroline Robinson Brayley Award Recipient.

• Acknowledgements
• I would like to thank my mother and grandmother 

along with all of my family, loved ones and friends 
who have always supported me! I love you guys! I 
would also like to thank Pitt OT faculty for being 
amazing and helping me to grow in my passion. 

• What are your future plans?
• I plan to move back home to Cleveland, Ohio. I 

hope to work with the older adult population in a 
skilled nursing facility or community based setting.



Annamarie Benedek, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Level 1 Fieldwork Student Leadership Pilot

• Acknowledgements
• A special thank you to my whole family, 

especially my amazing parents and my 
husband James, for all of their love, support, 
and encouragement!

• I also want to thank each and every member 
of the Pitt OT department, my fieldwork 
educators, and the lifelong friends I’ve made 
through this program J

• What are your future plans?
• I hope to pursue a career in pediatrics and will 

be cheering on my husband as he completes 
his final year of law school!



Max Carlson, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Member of Pi Theta Epsilon Honor Society
• Honoree at University of Pittsburgh Honors 

Convocation 
• Vice President of UPSOTA

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to all the professors for their 

commitment to our development as future 
OT’s. Also, thank you to my family and friends 
for all of their continued support over the past 
3 years.

• What are your future plans?
• My plan is to move to Chicago and start a job 

in a major hospital system.  



Laura Collins, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Became a mom
• POTA student scholarship recipient
• Honoree at Pitt’s Honors Convocation

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my husband, Jimmy, my son, 

Griffin, and my family for their unwavering love 
and support as I pursue my passion

• Thank you to the Pitt OT faculty for your 
dedication and commitment to our success

• What are your future plans?
• Take a nap, begin my career in a pediatric 

setting, travel, and continue making wonderful 
memories with my little buddy as he grows up



Claire Dice, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Level I Fieldwork Student Leadership Pilot
• Mentor Committee member

• Acknowledgements
• To my incredibly supportive fiancé, Dean, and my 

amazing family, my parents, Kevin and Rosemary 
and sisters Eva, Katherine and Grace- thank you 
all for the love, support, and fun you bring me 
everyday. 

• What are your future plans?
• My plans after graduation are to get married in 

July, move to Philadelphia/NJ area, and to work in 
outpatient pediatrics! 



Meghan Esarove, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pi Theta Epsilon National Honor Society 
Secretary

• Honoree at University of Pittsburgh’s Honors 
Convocation

• Out-of-State Funding Award from 2017-2020

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my mom and dad for going above 

and beyond supporting me throughout these last 
3 years. Thank you to my grandma and grandpa 
for their continued love and support. And thank 
you to the Pitt OT faculty for their hard work, 
especially over the past couple months!

• What are your future plans?
• I will be moving to Columbus, Ohio and 

hopefully finding a job in a pediatric setting.



Christopher Fagan, OTD
• Accomplishments

• President of UPSOTA
• Co-Creator of the After the Injury Pediatric Acquired 

Brain Injury Website
• Randall Family Big Idea Challenge finalist

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my parents, my sister, the friends I’ve 

made, and the incredible Pitt OT faculty for 
supporting me the past three years!

• What is your favorite memory during 
your time in Pitt’s OT program?

• Making sure that Max and I became friends, since 
we were the only two guys in our class us BrOTs
had to stick together



Haley Feller, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Joan C. Rogers Occupational Therapy Award 
Recipient

• Pi Theta Epsilon National Honors Society Member
• Jewish Healthcare Foundation Death & Dying 

Fellow

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my family and friends for their 

continued support throughout my doctoral 
experience and at the start of my career as an 
occupational therapist

• What are your future plans?
• I will be moving to Chicago, IL. I hope to work in a 

pain management clinic and continue conducing 
research by partnering with a local university.



Margaret Feltman, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Presenter at the 2018 POTA Annual Conference 
and the 2019 AOTA Conference

• Finalist in the 2020 Randal Family Big Idea 
Competition

• Acknowledgements
• I’d like to thank my parents for always believing in 

me and my friends for making me smile and laugh.
• Also, I’d like to thank Starbucks coffee for 

supporting my early morning study sessions and 
Tabasco, my dog, for helping me maintain my 
sanity throughout this final semester.

• What is your biggest takeaway from 
the program?

• Passion will take you far and “it depends”. 



Ashley Greivenkamp, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pitt Rep at 2017 AOTA Student Conclave
• Pi Theta Epsilon- Chapter Vice President
• Research Assistant- Cognitive Aging and 

Cognitive Performance Labs

• Acknowledgements
• I want to thank my parents for their ongoing 

support, my professors for always being willing to 
help, and all my Pitt OT friends who helped make 
Pittsburgh my home these past 3 years. 

• What is your favorite memory during 
your time in Pitt's OT program?

• Learning about OT around the world from the 
international students (and trying their candy) 



Allison Herman, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Assisted in the creation of educational materials 
that have been distributed across 6 continents.

• Advocated for occupational therapy legislation 
during AOTA’s Hill Day in Washington D.C.

• Acknowledgements
• I’d like to thank my mom, dad, brother, and all of 

the friends I’ve made over the last 3 years for 
their endless support!

• What are your future plans post-
graduation?

• Take a well-deserved vacation and head back to 
Philadelphia to start my career.



Kimberly Holliday, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pennsylvania Occupational Therapy Association 
Reba M. Sebelist Scholarship Award 2018

• Acknowledgements
• A huge shout out to my husband Jason – you’ve 

carried the team while I focused on school and I 
would have never been able to do this with out 
you! I couldn’t ask for a better partner in crime.

• Special thanks to Mom and Dad, and the whole 
fam for being so supportive and encouraging

• What are your future plans?
• I am hoping to get a job working in pediatrics, 

ideally in an in-patient hospital setting



Alyssa Kallenbaugh, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pitt Occupational Therapy Lead Peer Mentor
• Presenter at the 3rd annual Pitt OT Colloquium

• Acknowledgements
• I would like to thank my parents, Earl and Pati, 

my sister, Lauren, as well as Will, Peach, & all 
my wonderful friends for the unconditional love 
and support throughout the past three years.

• What are your future plans?
• After graduation, I plan on staying in the 

Pittsburgh area to pursue a career in a 
pediatric or acute care setting.



Ann Keller, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pi Theta Epsilon 
• Research Assistant for Cognitive Performance 

Lab

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to all family members, friends, and 

Pitt faculty members who supported me during 
this journey! 

• What is your favorite memory 
during your time in Pitt’s OT 
program?

• Post-performance exam Quarter Pounders 
with great OT friends J



Jennifer Knowles, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Working with Dr. Amit Sethi in his Neuromotor 
Recovery and Rehabilitation Lab.

• Acknowledgements
• Shout out to my family for the endless support 

and to my peer network group for making my 
capstone experience so wonderful. 

• What is your biggest takeaway 
from the program?

• In Beth’s course we learned to examine every 
situation from every possible angle, 
considering the perspectives of everyone 
involved. I plan to do this in both my 
professional and personal life.



Kristen Korner, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Member of Pi Theta Epsilon (national 
occupational therapy honor society)

• University of Pittsburgh Scholar

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my loving father, supportive family, 

inspiring educators, and life-long friends for 
being a part of my journey!

• What are your future plans?
• Move to Texas to seek an occupational therapy 

position in a pediatric population. Improve 
American Sign Language fluency for future 
interpretation.



Elise Krause, OTD
• Accomplishments

• 2019 AOTA Conference & Expo Scientific 
Research Panelist

• 2018 POTA Conference Poster Presenter
• Secretary of UPSOTA

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my family and friends for your 

continued love, guidance, and support the past 3 
years and always!

• Thank you to each member of the department for 
your commitment to our learning and growth as 
future occupational therapists!

• What are your future plans?
• After graduation, I plan to move to Chicago and 

begin working at a university-affiliated hospital in 
the hopes of pursuing a career in academia.



Ashton Lawrence, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Being a part of Pitt’s inaugural OTD class!!
• Skills2Care certification

• Acknowledgements
• I would like to thank my parents, Bill and 

Petrina, for encouraging me to pursue a career 
in OT, and for their never-ending love and 
support. 

• Thank you to my fiancé, Ryan, for being my 
study-buddy and rock over the last 3 years

• What are your future plans?
• Get married and get a job at an inpatient 

rehabilitation facility or nursing home, wherever 
life takes Ryan and I



Natalie Little, OTD
• Accomplishments

• 2019 AOTA Conference & Expo Poster and 
Young Scientist Theater Presenter

• 2018 POTA Conference Poster Presenter

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my family and friends, especially 

my Mom & Dad, for supporting me throughout 
the past 3 years. I couldn’t have done it without 
you!

• What are your future plans?
• I plan to move back to Maryland and get a job 

working as an occupational therapist in the 
hospital system!



Courtney Longmuir, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Graduate Certificate in Gerontology

• Acknowledgements
• I’d like to acknowledge my parents for their 

unwavering confidence, Dr. Pam Toto for her 
indescribable fortitude, 3MC2 for incredible 
ingenuity, my friends for their timely 
encouragement and my husband, Kevin, for his 
continued support of my dreams 

• What are your future plans?
• To remain in Pittsburgh working with older 

adults and to demonstrate OT’s distinct value in 
non-traditional settings



Tara Lookabaugh, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pi Theta Epsilon Honor Society Member
• Peer Lab Leader for Neurorehabilitation Theory 

and Practice 
• UPSOTA Representative for SHRS Student 

Advisory Board

• Acknowledgements
• I truly appreciate the friends and family that 

provided me with lots of love and support!

• What are your future plans?
• Secure a community-based position as an 

occupational therapist.



Anna Lucas, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Ran 3 marathons during grad school (on 
purpose!)

• Passed Neuro
• Completed anatomy lab without fainting!

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my parents, friends and family who 

all let me practice on them

• What are your favorite memories 
from the program? 

• Splinting lab
• Coffee dates with my peer network
• My “unassigned” swivel chair in 5068



Portia Maravich, OTD 
• Accomplishments

• Co-created a Multi-Modal Resident 
Education Module on Occupational 
Therapy’s role in child development and 
sensory processing.

• Co-created a series of COVID-19 handouts 
that have been distributed across 11 
countries.

• Acknowledgements
• To my amazing family and friends, I would 

not have been able to do this without you! I 
love you and thank you for always being 
there for me!

• What are your future plans?
• My plan is to move back home to Columbus, 

OH and pursue a job in a pediatric setting.



Ashley Martin, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Jewish Healthcare Foundation Death and 
Dying Fellow

• Vice President of The University of 
Pittsburgh’s Students for Disability Advocacy 
Organization 

• Acknowledgements
• I would like to thank my family, friends, and 

professors for their continual support 
throughout my education and time in 
Pittsburgh! 

• What is your favorite memory 
during your time in Pitt’s OT 
program?

• My capstone group’s COVID-19 handouts 
being share by individuals on 6 continents. 



Claire McCarthy, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pi Theta Epsilon

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my parents and friends for 

their support and encouragement.
• Thank you to my professors and fieldwork 

educators for their confidence in me and 
support in my professional development.

• What is your favorite memory 
during your time in Pitt’s OT 
program?

• Watching the sunrise on post-morning-
swim walks down from Trees Hall



Caitlyn McGrane, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Geriatric Medicine Interprofessional Certification 
• Skills2Care Certification
• Presenter at the Doctoral Capstone Colloquium 

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my parents and family for always 

supporting me throughout this journey. I couldn't 
have done it without your love and guidance. 

• Thank you to all my classmates, professors, faculty 
mentor, and especially my capstone group. 

• What is your favorite memory during 
your time in Pitt’s OT program?

• PSO sensory integration event, my capstone 
group’s retreat to the Poconos, and being a part of 
the wonderful and inspiring Pitt OT family



Mo Morrison, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Mary Florentino Memorial Scholarship, American 
Occupational Therapy Foundation

• Professional Excellence Scholarship, University of 
Pittsburgh Department of Occupational Therapy

• Jonas Salk Fellowship, Jewish Healthcare 
Foundation

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my family and friends for keeping me 

laughing and motivated. Thank you to my love for 
letting me complain and buying me food. I 
appreciate and am grateful for the support from Pitt 
OT faculty. 

• What is your favorite memory during 
your time in Pitt OT’s program?

• Representing OT for the “Night at the Museum” –
Access + Ability Panel. I loved talking about my 
clients from fieldwork, advocating for disability 
rights, and reconnecting with previous professors. 



Marybeth Moscirella, OTD
• Accomplishments

• POTA Occupational Therapy Student Award 
of Recognition

• Connections4Health Fellow & Advisory 
Board

• Pi Theta Epsilon
• Acknowledgements

• A huge thank you to my friends and family 
for their support and encouragement! 
Another thank you to all my professors and 
mentors who helped pushed me far and 
helped me grow!

• What are your plans?
• I am moving to Baltimore and completing the 

AOTA Acute Care Fellowship at Johns 
Hopkins!



Caeli Mulvaney, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Developed an occupation-based life skills 
curriculum for a young adult day program.

• Peer Lab Leader for Neurorehabilitation Theory 
and Practice.

• Performed workstation ergonomics 
consultations for University faculty and staff.

• Acknowledgements
• I would like to thank my family, fiancé and 

friends for their support and encouragement.

• What are your future plans?
• I am getting married this summer and hope to 

become a Certified Hand Therapist and open a 
private practice.



Alexandra Plaster, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Capitol Hill advocate for increasing and 
enhancing Occupational therapy practice 
nationwide

• Co-creator of the F.O.R.E.S.T. Program for The 
Woodlands Foundation

• Fieldwork Assistant and pilot Level I Educator

• Acknowledgements
• I’d like to thank the supportive faculty and friends 

whom I’ve met and gotten close with through this 
program—I couldn’t have done it without you! I’d 
also like to thank my family, especially my mother, 
who has continuously guided and watched over 
me all this time. 

• What is your biggest take away from 
the program?

• That it is acceptable to drink diet coke at 8am. 



Mikayla Redding, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Samuel T. Owens, Jr. Scholarship
• UPMC Endowed Scholarship
• Pi Theta Epsilon Honor Society

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my mother Courtney and fiancé 

Eric for their endless love, support, and 
encouragement

• What are your future plans?
• Get married, move to California and get a job as 

an occupational therapist in a hospital or 
nursing home



Anna Shaw, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pi Theta Epsilon - Chapter President
• 2020 UPMC Endowed Scholarship Recipient

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my friends and family, especially 

my mom and dad, for the endless amount of 
love and support you show me each day.

• Thank you to everyone in this Pitt OT fam for 
making the past 3 years FUN! J

• What is your favorite memory during 
your time in Pitt's OT program?

• Spending countless lunch breaks laughing over 
Monday Punday in Forbes Tower



Katherine Slater, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pi Theta Epsilon National Honor Society

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my parents, fiancé, family, friends, 

and classmates for your endless love, support, 
and encouragement. Also, thank you to the Pitt 
OT Faculty for always challenging me to think 
further, work harder, and dream bigger!   

• What are your future plans?
• I will be staying in the Pittsburgh area and 

pursuing a job in a pediatric school setting or an 
inpatient rehabilitation setting.



Alyssa Synek, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Pitt Occupational Therapy Peer Mentor
• 10th Annual Current Concepts in Brain Injury 

Rehabilitation Conference Attendee

• Acknowledgements
• First and foremost, I want to thank my 

incredible family for their continuous love and 
support during my time in this program. I would 
not be where I am today without them J I would 
also like to thank all of my faculty, staff, and 
peers in the OT Department for an amazing 
three years at Pitt. 

• What are your future plans? 
• After graduation, I plan to move home to 

Cleveland, OH and pursue a career in a 
pediatric or inpatient rehab setting.



Megan Szatkiewicz, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Graduate Certificate of Gerontology
• The George I. Carson Graduate Fellowship
• Pi Theta Epsilon National Honor Society, 

Treasurer
• Acknowledgements

• A special thanks goes out to everyone – my 
parents, my best friend Danielle, my Peer 
Network, my Faculty Mentor Pam, all my 
peers & faculty!

• What is your biggest takeaway 
from the program?

• That OTs can change the world J



Leanne Tabit, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Skills2Care certification
• Safety for Seniors Certificate

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my parents for always being there 

to support me through these past 7 years at Pitt, 
could not have done this without them!

• Thank you to my classmates, professors, and 
especially my capstone group & faculty mentor 
for always challenging, inspiring, and helping me 
grow as an OT J

• What is your favorite memory during 
your time in Pitt’s OT program?

• Capstone retreat to the Poconos, bachelor 
Mondays, wheelchair basketball



Victoria Viola, OTD
• Accomplishments

• I graduated J

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to all the faculty who believed in 

my abilities and challenged my thinking

• What is your biggest takeaway 
from the program? 

• Through this program, I have determined 
that social participation in the form of 
Halloween parties can increase quality of 
life.



Morgan Wilson, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Advocated for Occupational Therapy’s 
presence in healthcare reform, speaking 
directly to U.S. Senators, 
Representatives, and staffers. 

• Acknowledgements
• A special thank you to my incredible 

family and friends for unconditional 
support and encouragement J

• What is your biggest takeaway 
from the program?

• It depends! 



Madeleine Wirth, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Geriatric Certificate in Gerontology
• Geriatric T32 Training Program
• 2018 POTA Scholarship 

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my family: my Dad, Mom, Kaite, 

Grandma and Aunt Steph & Uncle Tom for the 
love and support (particularly in the form of ice 
cream) they have given over the past 3 years. 
Thank you to my boyfriend, Chris, for being my 
practice client, model, and grammar editor.

• What is your biggest takeaway from 
the program?

• It is up to us to carve the way for future 
occupational therapists… and if I ever use a 
dowel bar, Dr. Chisholm will hunt me down.



Natalie Wise, OTD
• Accomplishments

• 2019 Ann Pascasio Merit Scholarship recipient
• Pitt OT Level I Fieldwork Assistant

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my family, my fiancé, and my 

amazing friends for always supporting me and 
keeping me grounded. Thank you to Alyson Stover, 
Juleen Rodakowski, Ann Marsico, and the rest of 
the Pitt OT faculty for an amazing, challenging, and 
unforgettable experience.

• What is your favorite memory during 
your time in Pitt’s OT program?

• The entire capstone with Alyson’s Allycats!



Natalie Yosef, OTD
• Accomplishments

• 2018 Nationality Rooms Israel Heritage 
Scholarship recipient

• University of Pittsburgh Honors Convocation 
honoree

• POTA/AOTA Poster - OT in Israel: A Comparison 
with the United States

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my husband, parents, brother and 

friends for your love, guidance and support always, 
but especially throughout the past 3 years. I love 
you!

• What is your favorite memory during 
your time in Pitt’s OT Program?

• Attending and presenting at the 2019 AOTA 
conference in NOLA with Pitt classmates and 
faculty.



Therez Young, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Co-Investigator and Interventionist in the 
Cognitive Performance Lab 

• Pitt OTD Student Ambassador 

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my mom, Sandra, my fiancé, 

Whitman, my pup, Luna, & my wonderful 
friends & family for the unconditional love 
and support.

• What are your future plans? 
• Move to Portland, Maine to pursue a career 

in adult rehabilitation 



Kristin Zink, OTD
• Accomplishments

• Co-Created a multi-modal educational 
platform for children with Acquired Brain Injury 
and their families. 

• Presented at the 3rd Annual Pitt OT 
Colloquium 

• Acknowledgements
• Thank you to my family and friends for 

supporting me throughout my educational 
journey

• What is your biggest takeaway 
from the program?

• Keep your mouth shut and your hands in your 
pockets.



CONGRATULATIONS
Class of 2020

MS MOT OTD



Faculty Farewells
Please take this time to grab a tissue and stay tuned for a few 

messages from those who have shaped us to be the BEST 
practitioners we can be! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0zBF2xixqI


Closing Remarks
Dr. Denise Chisholm

PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Professor and Vice Chair, Department of Occupational Therapy 



Thank you for 
celebrating 

with us! 

With Love,
The Graduating 

OT Class of 
2020




